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CPS Invests $30 Million in Local Early Childhood Expansion

Alderman Matt O’Shea and
Chicago Public Schools recently
announced major investments in
early childhood education in the
19th Ward. Through this capital
investment, the Barbara Vick Early
Childhood & Family Center will be
expanded at its current location at
2554 W. 113th St.; a satellite location
will also be created at 9901 S. West-
ern Ave. This new satellite location
will be the third Barbara Vick facil-
ity; Barbara Vick Village Early Child-
hood & Family Center operates at
3001 W. 59th St. In addition to the
major expansion of Barbara Vick,
a new annex will be constructed at
Clissold Elementary School specifi-
cally for early childhood education.
In total, these projects represent a
nearly $30 million dollar investment
in early childhood education.

From language development to
overall health, research consistently
finds what happens in a child’s ear-
liest years is most important for de-
velopment, growth and long term
well-being. Allocation of resources
to early childhood programs is criti-
cal. Expansion at Barbara Vick is
especially impactful because it of-
fers a unique blended classroom
environment providing services to
young children with developmental
disabilities and their typically devel-
oping peers.

Barbara Vick Early Child-
hood Center:

CPS will construct a new
four classroom addition
that will also include a
new multi-purpose room,
two offices, a faculty work
room, two storage rooms
and updates to the existing
main school building. The
school will also receive a
new parking lot with 47
parking spaces, landscap-
ing improvements, and
additional storm water
management. Construc-
tion is tentatively sched-
uled to begin this fall and
take approximately one
year. The budget for this
project is approximately
$10 million with a fall 2023
projected opening date.

New Satellite Location —

Barbara Vick Early Child-

hood Center:

In addition to the major
investments at the original

Barbara Vick campus, CPS has pur-
chased the building at 9901 S. West-
ern Ave. to renovate into a satellite
facility for Barbara Vick. This new
facility will include 6 additional ear-
ly childhood classrooms with office
space in the basement and on the
second floor. The budget for this
project is $11.65 million with a fall
2023 projected opening date.

Barbara Vick Early Childhood & Family Center Annex

Clissold Elementary Annex

Clissold Elementary School:

CPS will construct a new, stand-
alone six classroom annex that will
support expanded pre-k and early
childhood opportunities for local
students. In addition to the annex,
Clissold will receive a new play lot
at the northwest corner of the cam-
pus. The existing four classroom
modular will also be fully renovated

as well as the kitchen in the main
building. The main building will
also receive a new lunchroom. The
existing parking lot will be enlarged
and include more landscaping and
storm water management elements.
This project is expected to start in
late 2022. The total project budget
is estimated at $8 million.

Throw Back Thursdays Back this Summer

Please join the Beverly Area
Planning Association & Alderman
Matt O’Shea for activities, fun and
food perfect for young families at
Throw Back Thursdays this June!
Each week will highlight a different
era through music and instructor
lead activities. Weather permit-
ting, Throw Back Thursdays will
take place on June 2nd, 9th, and
23rd from 5:30-7:00pm and are
free.

Families are encouraged to
bring chairs, blankets, and bug
spray. Food and beverages will be

available for purchase from local
food tricks.

On Thursday, June 2nd meet
at Maggie Cosme Park (9201 S.
Longwood Dr.) as we celebrate
the 1960’s. Kids are encouraged
to decorate their bikes, wagons or
strollers with your favorite bright
colors, flowers or peace signs — the
more colorful the better! Shannon
Ward will provide live music from
the 1960’s and a fun filled high en-
ergy instructor led activity for the
kids!
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On Thursday, June 9th meet at
McKiernan Park (10714 S. Sawyer
Ave.) to celebrate the 1970’s. Kids
are encouraged to decorate bikes,
wagons or strollers with your best
disco look. Enjoy the sounds of the
1970’s with a disco freeze dance
game lead by F45 Training.

On Thursday, June 23rd meet at
Barnard Park (10431 S. Longwood
Dr.) for a 1980’s themed night of
fun. Decorate your bike, wagon or

stroller in honor of the 1985 Super
Bowl Champion Chicago Bears.
Don’t forget your best Bears ap-
parel to participate in our instruc-
tor lead Super Bowl Shuffle game.

Throw Back Thursdays are
sponsored by Alderman Matt
O’Shea, Senator Bill Cunningham,
State Rep. Fran Hurley, the Beverly
Area Planning Association and the
Chicago Park District.

Shannon Ward, Matt O’Shea and Morgan Martin enjoy last year’s
Throw Back Thursdays.






Improvements Coming
to Local Parks

Alderman Matt O’Shea and
the Chicago Park District recently
announced improvements to sev-
eral 19th Ward Parks. Plans include
new lighting for night games at two
baseball diamonds and replace-
ment of tennis courts at Beverly
Park, installation of a new batting
cage at Kennedy Park, and replace-
ment of tennis courts at Mount
Greenwood Park. More detailed
information on budget and sched-
ule for each improvement can be
found below.

Mount Greenwood Park: The four
tennis courts at Mount Greenwood
Park will be resurfaced and re-
striped. This project has a $75,000
budget and is expect to be com-
pleted in Fall of 2022.

Beverly Park: New field lighting
will be installed at baseball dia-
monds two and three to allow for
night games. This project has a
budget of $200,000 and is currently
scheduled for completion in Fall
2022.

The four tennis courts at Beverly
Park will also be completely ren-
ovated, resurfaced and striped.
This project also has a budget of
$200,000 and is scheduled for com-
pletion in Fall 2022.

Kennedy Park: A new baseball and
softball practice batting tunnel will
be installed at Kennedy Park. The
tunnel will include fencing, netting
and new ground surfacing. This
project has a budget of $40,000 and
will be completed in Fall of 2022.

Midwest
Express Clinic

SCHOOL &
SPORTS
PHYSICALS

CUB Hosts Navigating
Home Solar Options

and Cable & Robocall
Virtual Presentations

FOR KIDS K-12

Alderman Matt O’Shea and the
Citizens Utility Board (CUB) will
host two virtual presentations on
Tuesday, June 7th from 1:00 pm -
2:00 pm, and Thursday, June
9th from 6:00 pm - 7:00
pm. There is no cost
for these webinars.
To reserve your
spot today, visit
thel9thward.
com.

Navigating
Solar Options
Webinar: Tues-
day, June 7th @
1pm

During the
home solar options
presentation, learn more
about the benefits of Solar for
All and community solar, how to
access them, and consumer tips to
know before diving in!

Understanding Cable Options

Thursday, June 9th @ 6 pm
During the cable and robo-
call presentation, a CUB repre-
sentative will discuss the different
choices in the TV market, ways
to cut your cable costs,
is it time to get rid
of your cable, al-
ternatives to sat-
ellite or cable,
and streaming
services avail-
able to con-
sumers. In
addition, CUB
will discuss the
different types of
robocalls, how to
avoid common robo-
call scams, call-blocking
services and what they mean
for your pocket, and new proposed
federal legislation.
For money-saving advice and
consumer tips, visit www.citizen-

& Reducing Robocalls Webinar:  sutilityboard.org.

City Clerk Offers
Senior Hours

The Chicago City Clerk recently announced their South Side Satellite
location at 5672 S. Archer Ave. will be offering Senior Citizen hours ev-
ery Tuesday morning from 8:00am-9:00am starting Tuesday, May 3rd
through Tuesday, July 26th. During these times, the Clerk’s office will
provide service exclusively to residents age 65 or older. This is a great

way to obtain your City Vehicle Sticker or conduct any other business

you may have with the City Clerk’s Office.

WWW.THE19THWARD.COM




O’Shea Ordinance Offering a Death Benefit to
Spouses of First Responders Who Die by Suicide

Alderman Matt O’Shea pro-
posed an ordinance at the April City
Council meeting that would estab-
lish a death benefit for the surviv-
ing spouse and family of Chicago
first responders that die by suicide.
The ordinance was co-sponsored
by all 50 Chicago Alderman.

If passed, the ordinance would
provide surviving spouses one year
of salary, as well as a one-time fi-
nancial benefit that ranges from
$20,000 - $40,000 depending on
the size of the family. These ben-
efits mirror what the City currently
provides to the surviving spouses
of first responders who die in the
line of duty. The ordinance would
apply to families of all active Chica-
go Police Officers, Firefighters, and

Paramedics, and would be retroac-
tive to January 1, 2018.

First responders are at a much
higher risk of experiencing both
Acute Stress Disorder (ASD) and
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD) as a result of frequent expo-
sure to traumatic events. In 2021,
there were 632 law enforcement
deaths in the United States; nearly
25% of those deaths occurred as a
result of self-inflicted injuries. Sui-
cide was the second leading cause
of death among law enforcement
officers behind only COVID last
year. If you remove COVID related
deaths, suicide would cause 49% of
law enforcement deaths last year.

“First responders experience
trauma on a daily basis,” said Ald.

O’Shea. “They regularly encounter
violence, death, tragedy and loss
and are forced to carry those ex-
periences with them in their daily
lives. As a direct result of their
work, many first responders suffer
from ASD, PTSD, depression and
other mental health issues. Too of-
ten, those issues contribute to trag-
ic acts of suicide. Given that, I be-
lieve that the government should
provide support to first responder
families who lose a loved one to
suicide.”

The ordinance was supported
by Anastasia “Stacy” Escamilla and
Julie Troglia. Their husbands, Chi-
cago Police Officers Paul Escamilla
and Jeffrey Troglia, together gave
more than 30 years of dedicated

service to our city before they took
their own lives in 2019 and 2021,
respectively. They are each sur-
vived by three young children, in
addition to their spouses.

“T am grateful to Ald. O’Shea
and his colleagues for their efforts
to close the gap between officer
deaths in the line of duty and sui-
cide. For me and our children, there
is no difference,” said Julie Troglia.
“I hope that bringing attention to
first responder suicides will ben-
efit those families, who like us, face
daily financial and emotional hard-
ships as we struggle with our grief
and loss.”

A hearing before the Commit-
tee on Finance is expected in June.

ALDERMAN MATT O’SHEA’S

PUBLIC HEALTH
AND SAFETY

TELEPHONE TOWN HALL

TUES, MAY 24 - 7 - 8 P.M.

With Special Guests: Dr. Jennifer Seo, Chicago Department
of Public Health and Commander Sean Joyce, Chicago
Police Department, 22nd District

To register, please visit www.the19thward.com

Co-Sponsored by:

Bill.

Cunningham

ILLINOIS STATE SENATOR

18™ DISTRICT

Fnap
Hurley

STATE REPRESENTATIVE * 35™ DISTRICT

—19TH WARD ———
PRESCRIPTION&DRUG DROP OFF

DOCUMENT SHREDDING EVENT

9:00 AM - 11:00 AM

CrossWinds Church
10835 S. Pulaski Rd.

19th Ward residents only.

Documents are
shredded onsite.

Only documents that are loose
can be shredded; please
remove any staples or binders
before you arrive.

Bill,

Saturday, June 11th

This event is free, but is open to

SPONSORED BY

Turn in your unused or expired
household prescription medication
for safe disposal.

Medications should be in original
container or a sealed plastic bag.

Unacceptable Items:

© Needles, syringes, lancets, injection pens
© Medical waste

OLiquids

© Chemol/cytotoxic drugs

© Contaminated materials, such as gloves,
tubing or IV bags

© Batteries, aerosol spray cans
® Trash or other hazardous material

O lllicit drugs (Schedule I controlled
substances) such as marijuana, cocaine,
heroin & methamphetamine

Matt
O’SHEA Cunningham

19TH WARD ALDERMAN ILLINOIS STATE SENATOR 18™ DISTRICT

STATE REPRESENTATIVE * 35™ DISTRICT

(‘Rossh’!.\'usfé%. ﬁi«ﬁ cnnK cn““Tv

CHURCH <7~ THOMRS 1. DRRT shehiS okt

WWW.THE19THWARD.COM



WWW.THE19THWARD.COM



WWW.THE19THWARD.COM



Special Education Art & Music Therapy Pilot
Program Offered at Two Area Schools

Special Olympics Chicago/
Special Children’s Charities (SOC/
SCC) has launched a pilot art and
music therapy program for diverse
learners at four Chicago Public
Schools, including Mount Green-
wood Elementary and Morgan
Park High School in the 19th Ward.
The art and music therapy pro-
gram, which launched in February,
is being fully funded by the Special
Olympics Chicago/Special Chil-
dren’s Charities program.

Art and music therapy ser-
vices are presented in partner-
ship with the Institute for Therapy
Through the Arts, which is provid-
ing a weekly, in-person group art or
music therapy session for students
in special education cluster pro-
grams. The therapeutic artmaking
and music programs have been
adapted to meet the individualized
needs of students at various stages
of development. The creative arts
therapies provide a platform for
self-expression and invite non-
verbal individuals to communicate
through a creative medium.

Through these sessions, stu-
dents are given opportunities to
play instruments, or use clay or
other artistic mediums to express
emotions and stimulate new be-
haviors, which can then be trans-

ferred into everyday life. Students
have the opportunity to explore
their creativity, better express their
emotions, and develop effective
tools to communicate and social-
ize with their peers. Cluster pro-
gram teachers report that these
therapies have had a calming effect
and help students to center them-
selves throughout the day.

The concept for an art and
music therapy program was pre-
sented to the SOC/SCC Board of
Directors by fellow Board Member,
Matt O’Shea, after he approached
schools within his community as
to what could be done to assist spe-
cial needs students who were suf-
fering as a result of the COVID-19
pandemic.

“Over the last two years, every-
one has struggled to maintain con-
nections with people, but particu-
larly those within the special needs
community,” said Matt O’Shea,
Vice-President of the SOC/SCC
Board of Directors. “Through pro-
grams like art and music therapy,
we can address the educational,
social and mental health needs
of these students. I would like to
thank Principal Kate Reidy of Mt.
Greenwood Elementary for bring-
ing this idea to SOC/SCC. I hope
that we can continue to expand

this important program, and help
our diverse learner students re-
cover some of the experiences they
lost over the past few years.”

SOC/SCC provides year-round
programming and events to thou-
sands of athletes within the city
who have intellectual disabilities,
and participate in Special Olym-
pics programs through the Chicago
Park District and Chicago Public
Schools. In addition to sports, SOC/
SCC also funds cultural institution
partnerships, arts programming,
an athlete-produced cable access
television show, cooking nights,
dance parties, special events, field
trips, and more.

Most recently, SOC/SCC an-

nounced the funding of an all-new
partnership with Anixter Center
and City Colleges of Chicago called
“After 22”. This program provides a
college experience for individuals
with developmental and intellec-
tual disabilities. Participants have
the opportunity to attend college
courses at Daley College that help
them advance their education and
develop job skills. Through the
program, each student has access
to staff support to help them iden-
tify additional opportunities out-
side the classroom based on their
interests. Ultimately, students will
be placed in internships, jobs, or
other programs centered on sports
or recreation.

WWW.THE19THWARD.COM
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O’Shea Co-Sponsors
Ethics Reform Package

Alderman Matt O’Shea joined
Alderman Michele Smith and the
Chicago Board of Ethics in co-
sponsoring a legislative package
that will significantly strengthen
Chicago’s ethics laws. The pack-

including any issues related to per-
mitting, licensing, or city inspec-
tions.

City Council members are cur-
rently required to recuse them-
selves from votes where a conflict

age, authored by Alder-
man Smith, targets four
key areas of ethics reform:
Ethics Violation Fines,
Conflicts of Interest, City
Council Privilege, and
Campaign Finance.
Under this proposal,

of interest may exist.
However, an Alderman
choosing to recuse him
or herself from voting, is
still permitted to be pres-
ent for, and participate
in debate on the matter.
Under this proposal, any

existing fines for substan-
tive ethics violations would be in-
creased fourfold with a new range
of between $1,000 and $20,000 per
violation. This increase will send a
strong message that the City is se-
rious about reform and that those
who would disregard regulations
will be held accountable.

The package also includes pro-
visions that strengthen existing
laws around conflicts of interest
in nepotism. For example, under
the current ethics laws, City em-
ployees and Elected Officials are
barred from managing contracts
if they have a spouse or relative is
employed by the vendor. Under
the new proposal, employees and
elected officials would be prohib-
ited from involvement with any
administrative or legislative action

elected official, including
the Mayor, City Clerk, or Treasurer,
who has a conflict of interest on a
particular item would be required
not only to recuse themselves from
any formal action, but also physi-
cally leave the room for any discus-
sion or debate.

Finally, the package expands
existing campaign contribution
limits. Current provisions are im-
posed on vendors doing work for
the City of Chicago. Under this
proposal, that cap would extend
not only to vendors doing work for
the City, but also any sister agen-
cies like the Chicago Park District,
Board of Education etc. In addi-
tion, is also imposes this cap on
subcontractors working for the pri-
mary vendor, closing a major loop-
hole.

Election Day is
Tuesday, June 28th

Reminder! Tuesday, June 28th
is primary election day in Illinois.
Offices on the ballot include U.S.
Senator, all Illinois Statewide Of-
ficers, all Representatives in Con-
gress, various State Senators and
State Representatives, Commis-
sioners of the Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District of Greater
Chicago, Commissioners to the
Cook County Board and Board of
Tax Review, and several County-

wide Offices include Board Presi-
dent, County Clerk, Sheriff, Trea-
surer, and Assessor. There will also
be several judicial positions on the
ballot.

If you would like to locate your
polling place, or sign up to vote by
mail, please visit chicagoelections.
com. There you can also find infor-
mation about serving as a judge of
election.

WWW.THE19THWARD.COM
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19th Ward

YOUTH & COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

BLOOD DRIVE

In memory of
Cameron Fahey

morial Scholarship Foundation

Cameron Fahey spent his days
in the halls of St. Barnabas and
then Brother Rice High School.

of family, friends, loud and ir-

sion and love that he showed to those he
Cameron from the world in 2014 at age 17.
blood transfusions. By donating blood, you

cagoland who, like Cameron, are in need of
blood in order to continue their fight.

About the Foundation

The Cameron Miller Fahey Memorial

Scholarship Foundation honors Cameron'’s

life and concern. Since its inception, it
has awarded over $80,000
in college scholarships to

who exemplify Cameron’s
commitment to his fellow
man and creativity in all
forms. The Cameron Miller
Fahey Memorial Scholarship
Foundation is a 501(c)(3)
Charitable Organization.
For more information, visit

Fahey at 312-315-8520.

www.communityblood.org

Supporting the Cameron Miller Fahey Me-

We continue to cherish his love

reverent music and professional
wrestling, as well as the compas-

knew and those he did not. Lymphoma took
During his final days, Cameron received many

are helping to treat children throughout Chi-

deserving Brother Rice seniors

camscrusaders.org or call Brian

SATURDAY, JULY 23
10 AM - 3 PM

BROTHER RICE H.S.
10001 S. Pulaski Rd., Chicago

In order to ensure
appropriate social distancing,
appointments are required

and can be made at either
www.communityblood.org
or
1-800-280-4102.

Use code CS27

to locate this blood drive.

Bring Photo ID to Appointment

Matt

O’SHEA

19TH WARD ALDERMAN

YOGA

IN THE PARK

ll Vo Groafl,

SUNDAY SUNDAY

JUNE 5 JUNE 19
12:00 P.M. 12:00 P.M.

Chicago Park District Greenspace, 116th & Oakley

*Please bring a yoga mat

SPONSORED BY:

Fiay
O’SHEA Hurley Cunmngham

19TH WARD ALDERMAN ~ STATEREPRESENTATIVE + 35™ DISTRICT " DISTRICT

19th Ward

YOUTH & COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

P\
RA”D OPENING MAY 13TH; <
ND OPENING MAY 13T!

CHICAGO(,IL | 60643 )

2022,

FEREE VACUUMS
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Tech Tuesdays Return to Smith Village

Free, 3-week series to share tips and techniques so seniors can master their smart- phones, Tuesday mornings starting June 7

Tech Tuesdays, a free, three-
part series sponsored by 19th
Ward Alderman Matt O’Shea, the
Beverly Area Planning Association
and Smith Village, will help seniors
learn more about how to use a vari-
ety of features for smartphones and
tablets. Tech Tuesday aims to help
adults use more of the features of
their digital devices.

Sessions open to all residents
of the 19th Ward will be held Tues-
days, June 7, 14 and 21, from 10:30
until 11:45am at Smith Village, 2320
W 113th Place. While the classes
are free, people are asked to make
reservations for each of the three
one-hour classes by calling the
19th Ward office at 773-238-8766 or
registering online at thel9thward.
com. Please be sure to indicate the
kind of digital device you use.

“Smartphones and tablets can

be incredibly helpful, yet often
even experienced users only mas-
ter a few features instead of lever-
aging the power of what we hold in
our hands,” says 19th Ward Alder-
man Matt O’Shea. “These classes
can help participants use their de-
vices more effectively.”

With the goal of providing spe-
cific instructions and hands-on
assistance, one classroom will be
set up for participants using Apple

products including iPhone, iPad
and iPod Touch and a second room
for Android users including Nokia,
Motorola, Samsung and Google
devices.

Those attending the classes will
learn how to use FaceTime, What-
sApp and Zoom, as well as how to
set up email and text groups to stay
in touch with friends and family.
Additionally, classes will explore
safety and security concerns about

how to keep information private
and avoid scams. Finally, seniors
will learn how to find and install
applications, or apps, including
some of the most popular and use-
ful apps for older adults.

All participants must bring
their own devices so they can im-
mediately apply what they're learn-
ing to their own smartphones and
tablets. “Smart- phones and tab-
lets are woven into everyday life,”
says Smith Village executive direc-
tor Marti Jatis. “We are pleased to
host this series because we know
first-hand how important it is for
older adults to stay in touch and to
expand their understanding of the
devices that most already have.”

Plan to arrive as early as 10am
to visit with neighbors and to enjoy
Smith Village’s hospitality.

Save Money with a

The City of Chicago is expected
to resume the installation of Water
Meters this Summer. Water meters
are a great way to conserve wa-
ter and save money. If your home
does not have a water meter, your
water bill is based on a formula tied
to the size of your property rather
than your actual water consump-

tion. By signing up for a meter you
will be billed only for the water you
use.

On average, home owners who
install water meters see a 25% re-
duction in water bills. The water
meter will also allow you to reduce
your water bill by reducing your
water usage. Most importantly,

Water Meter Today

any home that installs a water me-
ter receives a guarantee that re-
gardless of water consumption,
your bill will not be higher than
it was without a meter for at least
seven years!

There are currently 11,000 Chi-
cagoans on a waiting list for water
meters. If you have already re-

quested a water meter, you don’t
need to do anything; when instal-
lations resume, the City will begin
working through the waiting list as
quickly as possible. If you would
like to join the waiting list, you can
do so at www.metersave.org.

WWW.THE19THWARD.COM
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- 5 Food Trucks Available 24/7
- Custom Party Trays Available

CALL TODAY! 708-654-8000

Across the suburbs of Chicago, Joey’s has become a
household name and is synonymous with great service
and high quality food. Established in 2016 by two industry
veterans, the Joey's group of restaurants and food trucks
are your old-school Chicago establishments that offer
customers a taste of the old neighborhood and bring them
back to the tastes, sites, and sounds of their childhood.
Joey’s is known across Chicagoland for providing
exceptional service, family friendly prices, and a consistent
experience across their entire brand. When visiting one of
== the many Chicago-area locations offering Vienna Beef
___—— products or homemade Italian specialties, Chicago style
A" pizza, or homemade Gelato, you are guaranteed to find high
MF quality food coupled with high quality service that keeps
& customers coming back day after day. Customers don’t visit
| Joey’s just to eat, they visit Joey’s to have a dining experience
that is “Just like the Old Neighborhood™!

WWW.THE19THWARD.COM
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Hurley Passes Legislation
on Suicide Prevention

To help address the burgeoning
mental health crisis across Illinois,
state Rep. Fran Hurley passed a bill
to create a new suicide prevention
hotline. Hurley carried Senate Bill
2945 in the Illinois House of Rep-
resentatives, which creates a state-
wide 9-8-8 trust fund to support
the successful launch and opera-
tion of this vital service.

“The mental health care sys-
tem is complicated and hard to
navigate, especially for people in
crisis. The 9-8-8 hotline provides
an easy way for people to access
the life-saving care they need,”
said Hurley. “Funding the 9-8-8 is
an integral first step in creating a
comprehensive mental health cri-
sis system in Illinois, and I look for-
ward to further collaborating with
stakeholders to make sure these
essential services are funded and
accessible.”

According to the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health, suicide
is the 11th leading cause of death
in Illinois, resulting in more than
1,000 deaths each year. For young
people ages 15 to 34 years old, sui-
cide is the third leading cause of
death in the state. The goal of the
9-8-8 hotline is to de-escalate men-
tal health emergencies and ensure
those who are experiencing a men-
tal health crisis get the services and

care they need. The Statewide 9-8-
8 Trust Fund created by Senate Bill
2945 will establish the 9-8-8 hot-
line so the service can provide ade-
quate intervention and care across
the state.

“Suicide is preventable, but
many people do not seek the care
they need because of the stigma
and feelings of shame surrounding
mental health. By funding the 9-8-
8 hotline, we’re furthering the con-
versation around mental health
and suicide prevention which has
the potential to save lives,” Hurley
said. “It is always okay to ask for
help, and the 9-8-8 hotline will be
an easy way for people to do so. I
am incredibly proud of the General
Assembly for voting to fund this
vital service, and I thank my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle
for their support. In October of
1976, my 18 year old brother Bob
committed suicide. If this number
was available back then, would he
still be around today? I would like
to think yes.”

The 9-8-8 hotline will roll out in
July 2022, according to the Illinois
Department of Human Services.
Senate Bill 2945 passed with unani-
mous support out of the House of
Representatives, during the 2022
spring session of the 102nd Gen-
eral Assembly.
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Middle Class Famiilies to
Receive Tax Relief

A typical family of four in Illinois
is set to receive approximately $600 in
direct tax rebates thanks to the Fiscal
Year 2023 budget just passed by the
General Assembly, according to State
Senator Bill Cunningham.

“Not only were we able to pass a
balanced budget, but we had a sur-
plus in revenue, which enabled us
to return money to the hard working
taxpayers who generated the funds
in the first place,” Cunningham said.
“Given the new inflation-related fi-
nancial burdens we are facing, this tax
relief couldn’t come at a better time.”

In total, the state will provide
more than $1.8 billion in direct re-
funds to working families. One of the
largest breaks will go to those who
pay property taxes. Homeowners who
earn up to $250,000 individually, and
joint-filers earning up to $500,000, are
eligible for property tax rebates up to
$300 per household.

Income tax rebates will also be
provided. Individual tax filers will re-
ceive a $50 rebate and joint-filers will
receive $100. Additionally, families
will receive $100 for each dependent
(up to a maximum of 3 children.) As
such, an average family of four in the
19th Ward will receive a total of $600
in rebates. The payments will be sent
by check to each household in late-
Summer/early-Fall.

But the property and income tax
breaks aren’t the only tax relief Illinois
residents are due to receive thanks to

the new state budget. The state sales
tax on groceries will be suspended for
a year, saving consumers a total of
$400 million.

To provide relief from record
high gas prices, the state’s motor fuel
tax will be suspended for six months,
saving consumers $70 million. And a
temporary suspension of sales taxes
on school supplies will be enacted in
August to help families doing back-
to-school shopping, saving consum-
ers $50 million. Additionally, teachers
will be given help to buy supplies for
their classroom through a tax credit of
up to $500.

Cunningham, who is one of the
state senate’s lead budget negotia-
tors, said this year’s budget is a break
from the bad habits of previous Gen-
eral Assemblies.

“In the past, when the state col-
lected surplus tax revenue because of
a strong economy, those dollars were
often spent on new government pro-
grams. Not this year,” Cunningham
said. “We used surplus dollars to pay-
off old bills, reduce pension debt, and
create a ‘rainy day fund’ for future fis-
cal emergencies. And we took what
was left and returned it to the taxpay-
ers.”

Shortly after the budget passed,
Moody’s, the nation’s leading credit
rating agency, boosted Illinois’ rat-
ing for the third time in the last 10
months, citing the state’s fiscally re-
sponsible practices.
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“The only agent that

will still come to

your kitchen table.”

280,80 ¢ 280,88 ¢

I have been a Chris Webber client for many years, however, | feel more  Unfortunately, after 40 + years of driving, | was involved in a colli-

like a family member and it's been that way from the start. | call, he sion. Ifiled a claim online. It was an easy process and my rental was
answers. If he sees something that | may be interested in he informs approved for next day pickup. | am beyond satisfied on how quickly
me. He never takes advantage by trying to sell me on something | everything was handled. State Farm claim representatives were so
don't need. Chris Webber and his staff and associates are professional  professional and supportive. The representative assured me that they
and trustworthy. were there "FOR ME" At the moment, | felt totally protected. | could not
o Je e Fe ok say enough. Alllcan say is... "I LOVE STATE FARM!!!II" | will always be a

Chris and his team have met all of my insurance needs, with fast re-
sponse times and professional communication. You cannot go wrong . 0.0.0.8 ¢
with State Farm and Chris Webber’s agency. Chris Webber and his staff have been a blessing to my husband and |.

(708) 385-8899

Chris Webber

Chris Webber Insurance Agency Inc.

Serving the community as your neighborhood
agent since 2003. Father of four, and now very
proud grandfather of four.

There when things go wrong.
Here to help life go right.™

SF customer and | will share my testimony with friends and family.

They are professional, patient, and kind. | am so grateful to State Farm
for such a wonderful agent and his staff.

theotherchriswebber.com
chris@webberagency.com

o StateFarm-
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Conjure Up Some Fun on Wizarding Weekend July 21-24

Something wonderful is com-
ing to Chicago’s Beverly/Morgan
Park neighborhood this summer,
and you won’t want to miss a magi-
cal moment of the fun!

The Beverly/Morgan Park
Wizarding Weekend will be held
Thurs., July 21 through Sun., July
24, featuring inspired collabora-
tions among the community’s
businesses, restaurants, and in-
stitutions who are conjuring up
events, classes, entertainment,
and treats inspired by some of the
world’s favorite wizarding novels.

With the Beverly Area Planning
Association (BAPA), 19th Ward Of-
fice, Beverly Arts Center, Morgan
Park Academy, Beverly Bank &
Trust, Morgan Park Beverly Hills
Business Association and 95th
Street Business Association are
taking the lead on planning. More
than a dozen neighborhood small
businesses and individuals with
amazing abilities are putting the
abracadabra into developing the
all-ages entertainment, specialty
shopping, family dining and feast-
ing, and all-ages activities. Cos-
tumed characters, strolling magi-
cians, and spirited sprites will all be
part of the fantastical event.

Here’s an idea of what Beverly/
Morgan Park Wizarding Weekend
planners have up the sleeves of
their wizard’s robes for the sum-
mer event:

The fun will begin in May

with the first of three trivia nights,
hosted by Cork & Kerry (10614 S.
Western Ave.) and culminating in a
magical trivia play-offin July. Start
reading (or rereading!) the books
now so you're up to the challenge
of every “trivial” detail!

Beverly Branch Library (1962
W. 95th St.) will host reading ac-
tivities based on the books about
everybody’s favorite boy wizard
and a little hocus pocus in
creative crafts for all ages.
The Bookies indepen-
dent bookstore (10324 S.
Western, Chicago) is also plot-
ting reading adventures.

Leading up to the
Beverly/Morgan Park
Wizarding Weekend,
the Beverly Arts Center
(BAC) Teen Stage presents the
magical play “Puffs,” Tues., July 19
and Wed., July 20, 7:30 p.m., at the
BAC (2407 W. 111th St.). It’s the
story of the Puffs, who just hap-
pened to be there when a certain
boywizard went to a certain Wizard
School and conquered evil. “Puffs”
is a tale for anyone who has never
been destined to save the world.
Tickets are $18 for adults and $15
for children ages 12 and younger at
thebeverlyartscenter.com.

As part of the Wizarding Week-
end, the BAC will present a Magi-
cal Movie Marathon, showing all
eight of the Harry Potter films,
Thurs., July 21 through Sun., July

24, Patrons can purchase a pass
for all eight films and receive spe-
cial commemorative swag or buy
tickets to individual screenings.
The movie schedule and ticket in-
formation are available now at the-
beverlyartscenter.com.

Local restaurants and shops are
hosting some bewitching events.

Open Outcry Brewing Co.
(10934 S. Western Ave.) will kick
off the weekend festivities with
a halfway to Christmas Great
Hall feast on Thursday eve-
ning (July 21) to coincide with
the BAC’s movie screenings.
The Open Outcry house
elves will prepare a
delicious menu that’s
sure to lure fantastic

beasts into the magical

world of flavors and potions. Wiz-
ard and witches, get your wands
and tastebuds ready for an other-
worldly experience! Horse Thief
Hollow Brewpub (10426 S. West-
ern) will serve up a spellbinding
brunch with specialty brews on
Sunday (July 24). These two special
menu sit-down meals will be by
reservation and ticketed.

The full-fledged festival begins
at Saturday morning (July 23) at 10
a.m. and continues through Sun-
day evening (July 24) — bring your
camera! There will be plenty of In-
stagram-able moments to capture!
The schedule of events includes
entertaining classes in potion-

making, herbology, and divination
including magical classes at Chica-
go’s only castle, the Givins Beverly
Castle (10244 S. Longwood Dr.);
Quidditch games with the Loyola
University Chicago team at Mor-
gan Park Academy (2153 W. 111th
St.); a horcrux scavenger hunt; oth-
erworldly treats from Sweet Freaks
Chocolates (9927 S. Wood St.); and
all manner of illusions and alche-
my throughout the community.

On Saturday night, the grown-
ups are invited for music and
potent beverages at Barney Cal-
laghan’s Pub (10618 S. Western
Ave.).

Check-in for Wizarding Week-
end opens at 10 a.m., Sat., July 23
at Morgan Park Academy, Alumni
Hall (2153 W. 111th St.), where
people will purchase their admis-
sion maps, and be sorted accord-
ing to their school colors.

Watch for more exciting de-
tails as the ideas appear! Visit www.
bapa.org or call 773-233-3100 for
more information.

The Wizarding Weekend is co-
sponsored by Beverly Area Plan-
ning Association, 19th Ward Office,
Beverly Arts Center, Morgan Park
Academy, Beverly Bank & Trust,
Morgan Park Beverly Hills Busi-
ness Association and 95th Street
Business Association and a host of
businesses and institutions. Pro-
ceeds will benefit neighborhood
beautification efforts.

CALABRIA IMPORTS

Italian Deli « Carry-Out « Catering

1905 West 103rd Street
Chicago, IL 60643

773-396-5800
773-388-1500

Business hours:
Monday-Friday: 10:00-6:00
Saturday: 10:00-4:00
Sunday: Closed
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Thursday, May 12 | /PM
Thursday, June 9 | 7PM

Scan the QR code to Register | S10 per player 8 play

Friday, July 22 | TPM
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11134 S. Western, Clu'cago, IL 60643
(773) 779-6085
itzﬁ’cz@sbcg]oba].net

“Whether you are buying or selling,
Fifzgemlcl Real Estate “"FITZ” your needs”
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REASONABLE
COMMISSION

10820 S. Drew St.

Steven Graves, Managing-Broker
773-216-5818

Rhett Graves 773-430-1694

Marilyn Gallagher - John M. Healy - John Healy - Karen Healy - Meghan Healy
Susan Malone « Mark O’Shea - Maryann Pittacora - Al Valdivia
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Mercy Circle to host murder mystery dinner

The roaring twenties come to
life on Chicago’s southwest side
as Mercy Circle hosts an evening
of dinner and mystery, Saturday,
June 4, in the community’s Illinois
Room at 3659 W. 99th Street in Chi-
cago.

Produced by Murder Mys-
tery Company, the evening begins
with actors mixing with the guests
during the cocktail hour from 6 un-
til 7pm when they set the stage by
providing clues for guests to solve
a mystery. As guests enjoy hors
d’oeuvres, they also can purchase
raffle tickets and compete for silent
auction prizes.

The performance, titled
“Death of a Gangster,” is set in a
speakeasy during the Jazz Age.
The theater department at Moth-
er McAuley High School loaned
costumes so the staff and servers
can be a part of the action and 115
Bourbon Street lent props to set
the scene, according to Mary Ban-
non, major gifts officer for Mercy
Circle and organizer for this fund-
raiser.

Tickets are on sale
now for $60 in advance by calling
773-253-3600 or emailing mban-
non@mercycircle.org. Those pur-
chasing tickets for six or more
people save $5 for each ticket. All
proceeds will fund a new commu-
nication system including large TV
screens displaying residents’ cal-

endars of upcoming events, daily
menus and important messages
that will be installed throughout
the building to.

The performance begins
during the first course of the din-
ner, breaks for guests to enjoy the
entrée and returns to wrap up dur-
ing dessert. Guests will be intro-
duced to the characters and story
and will need to use clues to solve
the mystery. Additional clues can
be purchased to support the fun-
draiser and give guests an edge in
solving the case.

“We are delighted to invite
our neighbors and friends into our
community for this event,” says
Bannon. “Because keeping resi-
dents safe during the COVID-19
pandemic limited our ability to
welcome guests, we thought plan-
ning an evening to get together to
solve a mystery would help us cel-
ebrate a new chapter.”

Mercy Circle staffers Sandy
Urbaniak, Jean Larkin, Katie McK-
irdie and Sandi Zoller have helped
Bannon organize this fun benefit
event.

About Mercy Circle

Mercy Circle is a not-for-profit
continuing care retirement com-
munity with a no-entrance-fee
policy. Sponsored by the Sisters
of Mercy of the Americas, it is the
only faith-based retirement com-

munity on Chicago’s southwest
side. Mercy Circle offers spacious
residences at all levels of care,
along with thoughtful amenities,
life enrichment programs and so-
cial opportunities for independent
and assisted living, memory care
and skilled nursing care residents
as well as short-term stay rehab
patients.

For more information or to
schedule a private appointment,
please call 773-253-3600 or visit
MercyCircle.org.

Tickets are on sale
now for $60.

(all 773-253-3600
or email
mbannon@mercycircle.org

Those purchasing tickets for
six or more people save $5
for each ticket.

Midwest

Express Clinic

LOOK GOOD

FEEL GOOD

VITAMIN B-12

INJECTIONS®

LIPO-B SHOTS®

‘For Patients 18 Years and Up

No appointment needed! MIDWESTEXPRESSCLINIC.COM
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MT. GREENWOOD

Community Food Drive
benefitting Pats Pantry

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8, 2022
10:00am - 12:00pm

Mt. Greenwood Community Church
3509 W. 11th Street, Chicago

No Contact Drive Up Service Available

Pat's Pantry is a food pantry operated in
collaboration with the Mt. Greenwood Community
Church in memory of Patrick Turney.

We are collecting non-perishable and toiletry items.

The most commonly needed items include:
* Applesauce * Cooking Qil * Feminine Products
« Boxed Oatmeal e Jelly/Jam + Kleenex
« Canned Beans * Nuts  Paper Towels
e Canned Fruit « Pasta/Pasta Sauce e Shampoo
« Canned Soup * Peanut Butter * Soap
e Canned Stew * Rice  Toilet Paper
« Canned Tomatoes * Bandages « Toothbrush/Toothpaste
« Canned Tuna » Deodorant  Grocery Gift Cards
e Canned Vegetables

Monetary donations also appreciated. Checks can be made payable to Pat’s Pal

Pat’s Pantry offers food pick up opportunities Wednesday’s from 3:00-6:00pm.

For more information, or to volunteers, please contact Kathy Cavalonne Turney at
patspantrymtgcc@gmail.com.

The Mt. Greenwood Community Food Drive is sponsored by:

Matt Bill. Fhan DV ey 4
O’SHEA  Cunningham Hurley

STATE REPRESENTATIVE * 35™ DISTRICT

www.MtGreenwoodFoodPantry.wordpress.com
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