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 The 10th annual Beverly Hills 
Turkey Trot 5K Run and Family 
Walk, presented by CIBC Bank, re-
turns on Saturday, November 24th, 
offering participants the oppor-
tunity to walk or run the beautiful 
tree-lined streets of the historic 
North Beverly neigh-
borhood. The 
race kicks 
off at 9 am at 
9201 S. Ham-
ilton Ave. Pro-
ceeds from 
this year’s 
5K will once 
again ben-
efit the John McNicholas Pediatric 
Brain Tumor Foundation and the 
19th Ward Youth Foundation. 
 More than 2,000 participants 
are expected to take part in the 
Beverly Hills Turkey Trot 5K, which 
has been an annual Thanksgiving 
weekend tradition for families with 
children of all ages, for a decade. 
On the morning of the Turkey 
Trot, the 19th Ward and Original 

Pancake House, Beverly, will host 
a pancake breakfast immediately 
following the race. Admission is $5 
per person; or $25 for a family. 
 Runners and walkers of all ages 
and levels can register now or on-
site for the 5K Run or Walk, Team 

registration, or the 
untimed Fam-

ily Walk, by 
visiting www.
the19thward.

com. 
 The 5K will 

be chip-timed on 
a CARA certified 

5K course, while 
the family walk will be untimed. 
Runners will be divided by age and 
gender according to CARA recom-
mended guidelines, with awards 
given for each age group. All partic-
ipants will receive a long-sleeved 
race t-shirt and a goody bag. 
 For more information on the 
10th annual Beverly Hills Turkey 
Trot 5K, please visit www.the19th-
ward.com or (773) 238-0288.

 Annexes at Esmond Elemen-
tary School and Mt. Greenwood El-
ementary School are being built in 
the Morgan Park and Mount Green-
wood neighborhoods respectively. 
Both annexes are on schedule and 

will be complete by January 2019.
 The two-story 20,000-square-
foot annex at Esmond Elementary 
School in the Morgan Park com-
munity will replace a deteriorating 
stand-alone modular building. The 
annex will include a standard class-
room, computer lab, science lab, 
art room with storage, library, din-
ing room, hybrid kitchen and dining 

area, administrative 
office, bathrooms, 
building storage, an 
elevator and build-
ing support space. 
The project will 
also include a reno-
vated parking lot, 
load area, refuse 
enclosure, storm 
water management 
infrastructure, a 
new outdoor play-
ground, community 
garden, and a turf field. Renovations 
to the existing building include a 
new roof and repairs to the exterior 
envelope.
 Electrical and Communications 
wiring is in process, while door 
frames, drywall and roof installation 
is nearing completion. Brick instal-
lation has begun and is on schedule.
 The two-story 27,000-square-
foot annex at Mt. Greenwood El-
ementary School in the Mount 
Greenwood community will house 
thirteen standard classrooms, a sci-
ence lab, offices, storage and utility 
rooms, bathrooms and an elevator. 
The project also includes a new out-
door playground and stormwater 
management infrastructure.
 Roof mechanical equipment 
installation is complete. Interior 

mechanical, electrical and plumb-
ing rough-in work is also complete. 
Equipment installation, wiring and 
interior finishes (paint, tile and 
marker boards) are in progress.
 “The annexes at Esmond and 
Mt. Greenwood Elementary are 
progressing on schedule and will 
create extra space and state-of- the-
art learning facilities necessary for 
students in the 19th ward to learn, 
grow, and thrive,” Carina E. Sán-
chez, Executive Director of the Pub-
lic Building Commission of Chicago 
said. “These investments will pro-
vide engaging learning opportuni-
ties for generations to come.”

Esmond & Mt. Greenwood Elementary Schools 
Annex & Renovation Projects Near Completion

Esmond Elementary School’s new annex

Rendering of the new annex

Mt Greenwood’s Elementary 
School’s annex under construction

Rendering of
the new annex

 CIBC plans to break ground on 
a new banking center in spring 2019 
to replace the current facility at 
3052 W. 111th St.  The 
new building will be 
built next to the current 
CIBC location, and will 
replace it upon comple-
tion. There will be no 
interruption in service 
while construction is 
ongoing. 
 The new building 
will continue to offer a full range of 
services including personal bankers, 
drive-up lanes and an ATM, but will 
be upgraded to a more modern look 
and feel in keeping with the recent 
revitalization of 111th street. Anoth-
er feature of the new construction 
will be a community room, which 
will allow CIBC to host and partici-
pate in community events after reg-
ular bank hours. 
 “We are excited by the commu-

nity-oriented features of our new 
construction,” said Helen Socha, 
Head of Retail Banking, CIBC, “the 

new building will be in 
keeping with the direc-
tion we’ve seen 111th 
street take over the past 
few years with increas-
ing walkability and 
new development. We 
look forward to the in-
creased opportunities 
our new building and 

community room will give us to host 
events accessible to the entire com-
munity, and to participate in events 
like the annual holiday stroll.” 
 CIBC is a frequent participant in 
local events, including the annual 
Beverly Hills Turkey Trot. We are 
pleased to welcome CIBC bank for 
a 10th year as Turkey Trot present-
ing sponsor. For more information 
about CIBC, visit their website as 
CIBC.com/us.

CIBC Bank to Rebuild 
Mt. Greenwood Branch

S AT U R DAY,  N O V E M B E R  2 4 ,  2 0 1 8

PRESENTING SPONSOR

1 0 t h A N N UA L

10th Annual Turkey Trot
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BEATS 2211 & 2212
First Thursday of the month at 6:00pm
March, May, June, August, October, December
22nd District Police Station, 1900 W. Monterey Ave.

BEAT 2213
Second Thursday of the month at 6:30pm
March, April, May, June, July, August, September, October, November
Ridge Park, 9625 S. Longwood Dr.

BEAT 2221
First Tuesday of the month at 7:00pm
March, April, May, June, August, September, October, November
Christ the King Parish, 9235 S. Hamilton Ave.

CAPS Meeting Calendar

A publication for families of Beverly,
Morgan Park, and Mt. Greenwood

Matthew J. O’Shea, Alderman

Beverly / Morgan Park Service Office

10400 S. Western Ave.

Chicago, IL 60643-2508

(773) 238-8766 (phone)

(773) 672-5133 (fax)

colleen@the19thward.com

Mount Greenwood Service Office

3207 W. 111th St.

Chicago, IL 60655

(773) 238-8776 (phone)

(773) 672-5133 (fax)

City Hall Office

121 N. LaSalle St., Room 200

Chicago, IL 60602

(312) 744-3072

www.the19thward.com

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2018
9:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M.

SAINT BARNABAS SCHOOL PARKING LOT
10121 S. LONGWOOD DRIVE, CHICAGO

This service is provided free of charge, but is open to 19th 
Ward residents only. Documents are shredded onsite.
Only documents that are loose can be shredded;

please remove any staples or binders before you arrive. 

SPONSORED BY:

1 9 T H  W A R D

Please note, this event is for document shredding only.
We will not have electronics recycling available.

Saint Barnabas
Catholic Church
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 Six local public schools have at-
tained a Level 1+ rating, the highest 
possible rating, under Chicago Pub-
lic Schools (CPS) recently released 
2018 School Quality Rating and 
Policy results.  The most significant 
increase was seen at Esmond El-
ementary School which jumped two 
full ratings while servicing a student 
population that is over 95% low in-
come.  Construction is currently un-
derway on a new annex and artificial 
turf field at Esmond, representing a 

$20 million investment in the com-
munity. 
 Sutherland Elementary also 
made strong gains jumping from 
Level 1 in 2017 to level 1+ this year. 
Other 1+ schools include Keller, Kel-
logg, Mount Greenwood, and the 
Chicago High School for Agricultur-
al Sciences.  These ratings show that 
families in Beverly, Morgan Park 
and Mount Greenwood continue to 
have access to high quality public 
school options.

Report Shows Strong 
Gains for Area Schools 

 Alderman Matt O’Shea is team-
ing up with the Maple Morgan Park 
Food Pantry to ensure that all fami-
lies have access to a high quality, 
nutritious holiday meal this Holiday 
Season.  If you would like to help a 
family in need, consider dropping 
off non-perishable food items at the 
19th Ward Office at 10400 S. West-
ern Ave., Monday through Friday, 
9:00am to 5:00pm, or at the 19th 
Ward Mount Greenwood Service 
Office, 3207 W. 111th St., Monday 
through Friday, 9:00am to 2:00pm.  
Donations are being accepted now 
through November 30th. 
 In addition to canned goods 
and other non-perishable food 

items, the Maple Morgan Park Food 
Pantry is also seeking monetary 
donations to purchase additional 
products wholesale.  Checks can be 
made payable to the Maple Morgan 
Park Food Pantry. When making 
your Thanksgiving shopping trip, 
please consider purchasing a few 
extra items for a family in need. The 
Maple Morgan Park Food Pantry is 
located at 11030 S. Longwood Drive 
and serves approximately 1,200 
families per month in the 60643 or 
60655 zip codes.  For more infor-
mation on the Maple Morgan Park 
Food Pantry, please call (773) 239-
3013.

Holiday Food Drive

 On Tuesday, January 8th, for-
mer United States Secretary of Edu-
cation Arne Duncan, will visit Mor-
gan Park High School (MPHS) as 
the keynote speaker for a career day 
program.  A group of students will 
interview Secretary Duncan at an 
assembly for all Ju-
nior and Senior class 
members; immedi-
ately following the 
interview, Duncan 
will take questions 
from students.  Dun-
can’s appearance will 
kick off a full day of 
different presenta-
tions in individual 
classrooms from 
professionals work-
ing in various fields 
throughout the Chicagoland area. 
 Prior to joining the Obama Ad-
ministration, Arne Duncan served 
as chief executive officer of Chi-
cago Public Schools. From 2001 to 
2008, Duncan won praise for unit-
ing the city’s stakeholders behind 
an education agenda that included 
opening 100 new schools; expand-
ing after-school, summer learning, 
early childhood, and college access 
programs; dramatically boosting 
the caliber of teachers; and building 
public-private partnerships around 

a variety of education initiatives. 
Duncan graduated magna cum 
laude from Harvard University in 
1987, majoring in sociology. At Har-
vard he served as co-captain of the 
basketball team and was named a 
first team Academic All-American.

 Duncan currently 
serves as managing 
partner at Emerson 
Collective, where he 
works to improve 
the lives of young 
adults in his home-
town. Through part-
nerships with local 
business leaders, 
community organiz-
ers, and nonprofit 
groups, Duncan aims 
to create job and life 

opportunities for disconnected 
youth between the ages of 17 and 
24.
 Career Day at Morgan Park High 
School is sponsored by Alderman 
Matt O’Shea and the 19th Ward 
Youth Foundation.  Our goal is to 
expose students to a wide variety of 
careers as they consider their op-
tions after high school.  Volunteer 
speakers are still needed; if you are 
interested in participating, please 
contact Tristan Angus at (773) 238-
8766 or tristan@the19thward.com.

Arne Duncan Coming to 
Morgan Park High School
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O’Shea Requests Investigation on Lead Testing
The Chicago Department of Water Management (DWM) recently 
released preliminary results of their ongoing Chicago Water Quality 
Study. Thus far, DWM has tested water in 4,400 homes through the 
311 consumer sampling program. Approximately 6% of samples 
(representing 275 homes) have found lead levels in excess of federal 
guidelines. Of those 275 samples, 176 came from homes with water 
meters and 99 came from non-metered homes. 

The city is currently conducting a variety of follow up tests at the 
275 homes to learn more. Currently, I am unaware of any conclusive 
evidence to prove or disprove a direct correlation between water meters 
and elevated lead content in water. Given the available data, it is possible 
that there are other factors impacting this issue. However, the City will be 
conducting a comprehensive study on this matter to better understand 
and address the situation. In the meantime, I am calling upon DWM to 
halt any water meter installation until that work is complete. 

Moving forward, I am committed to working with our community and 
DWM to ensure our drinking water remains safe. Additional information 
on Chicago’s water quality can be found at www.ChicagoWaterQuality.

org.  If you are concerned about lead in your water, please call 3-1-1 or 
visit www.chicagowaterquality.org to request a lead testing kit. If you 
are eligible for a water filter set, DWM will be contacting you. 

Lead exposure is a very serious matter. Residents who are concerned 
about lead levels are encouraged to continue to flush, or run water 
continuously for at least five minutes, before consuming water.  Studies 
show that in almost every case, flushing remains an effective approach 
to lowering lead levels and exposure.  Ways to flush include showering, 
as well as washing clothes and dishes.  Recently, many Chicagoans have 
questioned the handling of this matter by the Department of Water 
Management. Based on their concerns, I have formally requested an 
investigation into this matter by the Office of the Inspector General.

Sincerely, 

Matthew J. O’Shea
Alderman, 19th Ward

 The Illinois Attorney General’s 
Office has filed suit in Cook County 
Circuit Court against a Merrionette 
Park trucking company for caus-
ing air and noise pollution that has 
adversely effected its neighbors in 
Mount Greenwood.
 The complaint targets AAA 
Freight Inc., which occupies a two-
square block lot between 117th and 
119th Streets on Central Park Av-
enue in Merrionette Park.
 “During the last several months, 
the trucking company has trans-
formed what used to be a relatively 
quiet construction supply lot into 
a major interstate trucking facility, 
and it’s all happening right across 
the street from a residential neigh-
borhood,” said State Senator Bill 
Cunningham, who has lead local 
efforts to hold AAA Freight account-
able.
 “Mount Greenwood residents 
who live immediately north of the 
facility have been forced to deal with 
the smell of diesel exhaust fumes 
and loud noises from 18-wheel-
ers that are idling less than 100 feet 
from their homes, 24-hours a day,” 
Cunningham said. “This is the kind 
of operation that should be located 
in an industrial park or just off an 
interstate highway in a rural area, 
not in a city neighborhood.”
 Along with State Representa-
tive Fran Hurley and Alderman 
Matt O’Shea, Cunningham helped 
convene a series of meetings be-
tween the trucking company, area 
residents, and Merrionette Park of-
ficials. But promises to move idling 
trucks away from homes along 
117th Street went unfulfilled and, in 
an effort to expand the lot and ac-
commodate more semis, the truck-
ing company began removing trees 
from the banks of a drainage creek 

that runs to the east of the property.
 That prompted a complaint 
to the Attorney General’s environ-
mental division, which conduct an 
investigation of the problem. In Oc-
tober, under the direction of Attor-
ney General Lisa Madigan, a com-
plaint was filed against AAA Freight, 
allegedly that “dust, exhaust fumes 
and odors from the defendants’ op-
erations were discharged or emitted 
from the site into the surrounding 
neighborhood, which cause resi-
dence to...have difficulty breath-
ing, headaches, eye irritation and 
coughing and have limited use of 
their homes, yards, neighborhoods, 
or personal property.”
 The complaint identifies two 
state environmental laws that the 
trucking company is alleged to be in 
violation of and asked the court to 
assess a fine of $50,000 for each vio-
lation. The complaint also asked the 
court to order AAA Freight to pay 
$1000 a day for each day they were 
in violation of the state statutes and 
seeks to force the company to take 
corrective action.
 “We anticipate this battle will 
go on in court for several months, 
but the resolve of the community to 
battle the trucking company should 
not be underestimated,” Cunning-
ham said. “The residents who live 
near the lot have done a great job 
of organizing and researching this 
issue. They are really committed 
to fighting for the health of their 
neighborhood.” 
 Cunningham praised Attorney 
General Madigan for intervening 
on behalf of the residents and also 
credited Water Reclamation District 
President Mariyana Spyropoulos, 
whose agency has cited AAA Freight 
for disturbing soil around the drain-
age creek without a permit.

State Sues Company for 
Causing Pollution in

Mt. Greenwood  Earlier this year, Alderman Matt 
O’Shea introduced an ordinance in 
the Chicago City Council designed 
to ensure that the city does not pur-
chase goods or services from com-
panies that engage in human traf-
ficking. 
 “Local governments have the 
greatest understanding of chal-
lenges facing our communities and 
are well-positioned to design and 
implement policies to prevent 
and address problems like 
human trafficking,” said 
Mayor Emanuel. “This 
ordinance allows the City 
of Chicago to leverage our 
buying power to ensure 
that our tax dollars are not 
supporting hu-
man traffick-
ing.”
 This ordi-
nance will help 
to protect vulner-
able individuals from 
exploitation by requir-
ing city contractors to af-
firm that neither they, nor 
their suppliers and subcontractors 
engage in human trafficking or 
forced labor.  Should a contractor 
be found in violation of this require-
ment, the ordinance empowers the 
City’s Chief Procurement Officer to 
terminate the contract. 
 Every year in the United States, 
thousands of men, women and chil-
dren are exploited and trafficked 
for labor or sex. The International 
Labor Organization estimates 24.9 
million people are trapped in forced 
labor globally, and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor estimates that 139 
types of commodities and goods are 
made using forced labor or child la-
bor. Human trafficking particularly 
impacts communities of color, in-
digenous and tribal communities, 
immigrant communities - including 

those who are undocumented - LG-
BTQ youth, people with disabilities 
and those with a history of sub-
stance abuse.
 Human trafficking has been 
historically viewed as a law enforce-
ment problem and much of the anti-
trafficking work in the United States 
has focused on a criminal justice 
response. While the importance of 
law enforcement engagement can-

not be overstated, it does not 
typically address pre-
vention, in particular 
the root causes of traf-

ficking.  
 “As elected 
officials, it is 

i n c u m b e n t 
upon us to 

do all we can to 
protect the most 

vulnerable among 
us,” said Alderman 

O’Shea. “I am proud 
to work with Mayor 

Emanuel to take an in-
novative approach to 

address the problem of 
human trafficking.”

 The City of Chicago is part of 
Pathways to Freedom, a first-of-
its-kind anti-trafficking challenge 
to develop citywide approaches to 
better prevent human trafficking 
and support survivors. The chal-
lenge, created by Humanity United 
and led by the NoVo Foundation, is 
a public-private partnership dedi-
cated to spurring innovation in the 
fight to end human trafficking. As 
part of the Pathways to Freedom 
Challenge, Chicago is seeking to ad-
dress trafficking in new ways by rec-
ognizing its role in helping to end 
human trafficking as a purchaser of 
goods and services and upholding 
its responsibility to ensure taxpayer 
dollars do not contribute to human 
trafficking. 

Ordinance Combats 
Trafficking
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Mayor Rahm Emanuel and the Office of Emergency Management and 
Communications (OEMC) recently announced the launch of Smart911 
as part of the city’s effort to strengthen the accurate, timely and effective 
dispatch of emergency resources in crisis situations. Smart911 is available to 
all residents and visitors of Chicago, making the city the largest single user 
of Smart911.

What is Smart911?
Smart911 is a free, online platform that allows users to securely enter 
important medical and household information in their Safety Profile to help 
plan ahead for an emergency situation. This information will automatically 
display for dispatchers when the user dials 9-1-1. Currently, Smart911 is 
trusted by 32 million people in thousands of communities nationwide to 
stay safe.

How can you sign up?
Sign up at www.Smart911.com or download the free app in the iTunes & 
Google Play stores now and have life-saving capabilities at your fingertips, 
24/7.

How can Smart911 keep your family safe?
Today, 75% of 911 calls are made from cell phones, making it difficult for 
call takers to determine the exact location of an emergency. By creating a 
Smart911 Safety Profile with up-to-date information, 911 dispatch staff is 
better prepared to help you and your family in an emergency.

When creating your Safety Profile, you can include things about:

• Allergies – Does someone in your family have an allergy to food or 
medication? 911 dispatchers will be able to immediately inform first 
responders.

• Autism – Does your child have Autism? Do they have a tendency to wander 
or hide when scared? Uploading a photo and a physical description of 
your child makes them easier to locate in case of an emergency.

• Alzheimer’s – Do you have a parent or older relative living with you that 
suffers from Alzheimer’s or dementia? First responders will be better 
prepared to help.

• Animals – Do you have pets? This information can assist firefighters in 
their search to bring everyone, including your pets, to safety.

• Hearing Impairments – Do you have a loved one who may be deaf, hard 
of hearing or nonverbal? A 9-1-1 operator can initiate a text message with 
a notification on Safety Profiles that text is preferred. In addition, if the 
caller is disconnected from the call or has poor cell phone coverage, a 9-1-
1 operator can initiate a text to stay connected.

…as well as current medications, physical disability, mental health, 
home layout, emergency contacts, and more.

Know someone who doesn’t speak English? Don’t worry. They can add their 
information in any language and Smart911 will automatically translate it for 
them. Residents can also indicate that they or someone in the household has 
difficulty communicating in English. By having that information included 
in the profile, when 911 is called, the call taker can immediately engage the 
language interpreter in the primary language to better assist residents in an 
emergency.

Sign Up for Smart 911

What 9-1-1 call takers see

What
residents

create
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Monday, December 31, 2018  •  11:30 A.M. 

The Vineyard
2125 West 95th Street

Cost: $5

Reservations Required

Fried chicken lunch provided

For reservations please call 773-238-8766

1 9 T H  W A R D  S E N I O R  C I T I Z E N

Hosted by:

 The Chicago Board of Elections 
is seeking individuals to serve as 
election judges for the Municipal 
Election on Tuesday, February 26, 
2019. Election judges administer 
election procedures in polling plac-
es and ensure that voters’ rights are 
protected and respected on Election 
Day. Election judges receive pay for 
their services. Election judges are 
the officials responsible for the con-
duct of the election in the precinct 
polling place. Responsibilities in-
clude opening the polling place and 
setting up the voting equipment by 
5 am on Election Day; conducting a 
fair, impartial and secure election 
in the polling place; and tabulating 
the vote totals for the precinct and 
transmitting the results to Election 
Central after the polls close at 7 pm. 
 “Election judges serve an im-
portant role in our democratic pro-
cess, by ensuring an unbiased and 
uncompromised voting location,” 
said Alderman O’Shea. “Being an 
Election Judge is a great way for 
people to not only meet residents of 
their community, but also take an 
active role in the election process.”

Among the requirements to become 
a Judge of Election, individuals 
must: 

• Be registered voters in Cook 
County (U.S. citizens at least 18 
years of age); 

• Be able to speak, read and write 
English; be able to perform basic 
math; 

• Be of good understanding and ca-
pable; 

• Not be a committeeman, precinct 
captain or candidate and must 
agree not to serve as a judge if they 
become one; 

• Notify the Board of Elections if a 
person who shares his or her resi-
dence becomes a candidate, and 
must not serve as a judge in that 
election in any precinct where 
that candidate is on the ballot; 

• Be of good repute and character 
and not a registered sex offender 
anywhere in the United States 
and not have committed a crime 
that would require registering as 
a sex offender anywhere in the 
United States,

 Election judges who have com-
pleted training are paid $190 for 
their service. Those who do not 
complete training are paid $140. 
 To become an election judge, 
interested residents should apply at  
https://chicagoelections.com/en/
serving-as-a-judge-of-election.html
 For more information on being 
an Election Judge, please visit
www.chicagoelections.com

Chicago Board of Elections 
Seeking Election Judges

 Alderman Matt O’Shea recently 
proposed increasing the real es-
tate transfer tax on property val-
ues in excess of $1 million to help 
fund Chicago Police & Fire pension 
funds.  The City of Chicago current-
ly taxes real estate transfers at a rate 
of $3.75 for every $500 of property 
value; O’Shea’s plan would increase 
that rate by $1 for values in excess of 
$1 million.  To be enacted, O’Shea’s 
concept would first need to be 
passed by the City Council and then 
placed on the ballot as a binding 
referendum in the February 2019 
Municipal Election.   An analysis of 
previous real estate transfers shows 

that this increase would have gener-
ated $26 million (2016), $14 million 
(2017) and $14 Million (2018).
 “Today more than ever, it is im-
portant that we are protecting those 
who protect us, and make sure that 
the hard working men and women 
of the Chicago Police Department 
and Chicago Fire Department are 
able to retire with the pensions they 
earned,” said Ald. O’Shea. “While 
this referendum will certainly not fix 
our pension crisis, it is a new form of 
revenue that will not hit the average 
home buyer, and will help in pro-
viding much needed funds for the 
Chicago Police and Fire pensions.”

Referendum to Fund Police/
Fire Pensions

 Is your house cluttered with old 
books?  This December, Alderman 
Matt O’Shea is hosting a used chil-
dren’s book drive in conjunction 
with Open Books.  Residents are 
encouraged to drop off any unneed-
ed books at the 19th Ward Office, 
10400 S. Western Ave., now through 
December 10th.
 The most commonly requested 
books include Diary of a Wimpy Kid, 
Captain Underpants, Judy Moody, 
Divergent, Hunger Games, Percy 
Jackson, and Maze Runner.  While 
children’s books are in the highest 
demand, especially during the holi-
days, Open Books will accept any 
gently used books.  All books will be 

donated to Open Books, a non-prof-
it social venture that provides litera-
cy experiences for tens of thousands 
of readers each year. 
 Open Books sells the books in 
their stores and online to help fund 
literacy programs, use, and give 
them away in their instructional 
and book grant program, and recy-
cle any that are unusable.  For more 
information on Open Books, please 
visit www.open-books.org.  If your 
school, church, or other organiza-
tion would like to collect books to 
support this drive, please contact 
Matt O’Shea at mattoshea@the19t-
hward.com. 

Used Children’s Book Drive
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‘Tis the season to Skate with Santa
at Morgan Park Sports Center

Bring your family and friends
and skate along to your favorite holiday music

Make sure to visit the winter wonderland area
and decorate your own delicious cookies

Skate with Santa Fees:

Adults/Teens (13 to 17) $5

School Age (12 & under) $4

Seniors (60 & up) $2

Skate Rental $3

Saturday, December 8th

4:45 P.M. - 6:05 P.M.

Morgan Park Sports Center
11505 S. Western Ave.

Holiday Activities

On Friday, December 28th, the 19th 
Ward Youth Foundation will host 
the 11th Annual Children’s Film 
Festival at the Beverly Arts Center.  
Admission is $1 per person, per 
film, and includes the movie and 

snacks during the show. Tickets will be issued on a first come first 
serve basis and space is limited.
The Film Festival will feature a 10:00am showing of Incredibles 2 
and a 2:00pm showing of Wrinkle in Time. I hope that you and your 
family can join us for a fun day at the movies! Parent chaperones 
are appreciated. 
Please note, this year there will be no reservations, tickets can only 
be purchased the day of the event.

11th Annual

Movie Schedule
DEC. 28, 2018

10:00 a.m.
Incredibles 

2 

2:00 p.m.
Wrinkle in 

Time

Holiday
DODGE BALL
TOURNAMENT
Open to all 19th Ward 
Elementary School Students

Register at
www.the19thward.com
by December 18th

Players will be grouped
by age and randomly 
assigned teams.

Rosters and schedules will be 
e-mailed to parents on Friday, 
December 21st!

Alderman Matt O’Shea’s

For more information, please contact
tristan@the19thward.com or (773) 238-8766.

Dec. 26 & 27, 2018
Chicago High School

for Agricultural Sciences

$1 per player

JANUARY 19TH  •  9 AM- 10 AM
DUNKIN DONUTS, 10401 S. WESTERN AVE., CHICAGO
For more information, please call the district office at (773) 445-8128

or visit www.SenatorBillCunningham.com.
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 State Representative Fran Hur-
ley (D-35) chaired a special commit-
tee hearing at the Michael A. Bilan-
dic Building in Chicago on October 
10, 2018 to examine mental health 
services available to Chicago area 
first responders. Repre-
sentatives of the Chicago 
Police and Fire Depart-
ments, mental health ex-
perts, and family mem-
bers of first responders 
who have fallen victim 
to suicide were invited 
to give testimony.
 There have been too 
many first responder 
tragic suicides in my district this 
year,” Hurley said. “It is well beyond 
time for city and state policymak-
ers to ask why this is happening and 
what we can do to stop it.”
 As Chair of the House Police 
and First Responders Committee, 
Hurley led the hearing where speak-
er after speaker testified on the re-
peated trauma witnessed by first 
responders on a near-daily basis.
 “It is easy in this line of work, of 
course, to become jaded and callous 
and bitter over the years as these 
incidents pile up,” said Father Dan 
Brandt, a CPD chaplain. “Police of-
ficers see more in one eight- or 10-
hour tour than most people see in a 
lifetime.”

 Kevin Graham, president of the 
Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 7, 
which represents the CPD’s rank-
and-file officers, also testified at the 
hearing.  Graham suggested that 
legislation be introduced requiring 

police departments and 
municipalities to pay for 
first responders’ mental 
health treatment.
 A recent U.S. Jus-
tice Department report 
found that the suicide 
rate among Chicago Po-
lice personnel is 60 per-
cent higher than the na-
tional average for police 

officers. And, a recent Florida State 
University study found that as many 
as 37 percent of firefighters nation-
wide suffer from Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder. The same study 
found that nearly half of current and 
retired firefighters reported having 
suicidal thoughts at some point in 
their lives, which is roughly 12 times 
higher than the general public.
 “We have a mounting mental 
health crisis in our state and nation 
among our first responders and it 
demands immediate action,” Hur-
ley said. “Future meetings and com-
mittee hearings will be taking place 
to pinpoint changes in state law and 
policy that are necessary to address 
this problem.”

Hurley Addresses First 
Responder Suicide Crisis

 Two Mile Coffee Bar will be a 
tiny, grab-and-go establishment 
serving Intelligentsia coffee. It will 
be committed to both activating a 
beautiful train station and enhanc-
ing the community.
 “For years, I’ve noticed a real 
need for something like this on 
95th,” mentioned Nathaniel Hol-
lister, architect and co-owner of 
Two Mile. “By opening within the 
unused kiosk at the historic station, 
Two Mile will activate and celebrate 
the beautiful but underused build-
ing and fill it with human connec-
tion. For me, this is about more 
than coffee – it’s about investing in 
the neighborhood and giving back 
to the community we call home.”
 Nathaniel has teamed up with 
co-owner Gretta Dertinger, a vet-
eran of the high-end coffee industry 
(as well as Nathaniel’s sister). “At 

Two Mile, we will certainly provide 
all of the coffee shop classics,” said 
Gretta. “But we are committed to 
crafting those classics carefully and 
correctly... all to ensure that we are 
serving a thoughtful, consistent 
product.”
 Through the Kickstarter, you 
can pre-order drinks or purchase 
other rewards to help bring Two 
Mile Coffee Bar to the neighbor-
hood!

To get involved or learn more, visit 
the links below.

Two Mile Coffee Bar Kickstarter 
Campaign:
www.kickstarter.com/projects/
twomilecoffeebar/two-mile-coffee-
bar

Two Mile Coffee Bar Website:
www.twomilecoffee.com

Kickstarter Campaign Launched 
to Create a Coffee Bar in the 
95th Street Metra Station
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ALDERMAN MATT O’SHEA’S

Senior Citizen
Thanksgiving Dinner

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2018
5:00 P.M.

CHICAGO HIGH SCHOOL FOR AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES
3857 W. 111th St.

Alvin Green
PRIVATE CHEF

All 19th Ward Senior Citizens are invited to enjoy a delicious Thanksgiving 
meal grown and prepared at the Chicago High School for Agricultural 
Sciences, the only fully functioning farm in the City of Chicago.

A $5 donation is requested but not required.

Please consider bringing a non-perishable food item for the Maple Morgan 
Park Food Pantry.

Reservations are mandatory and can be made by calling (773) 238-8766.

 SCC / Special Olympics Chi-
cago is currently recruiting runners 
to take part in the Bank of America 
Chicago Marathon, which will take 
place on Sunday, October 13, 2019. 
Runners who join the Special Olym-
pics Chicago team will enjoy a vari-
ety of benefits while helping to fund 
the programs and activities enjoyed 
by more than 7,500 SOC athletes 
each year. 
 To partici-
pate, individu-
als must register 
to run for the 
Chicago Mara-
thon by May 31, 
2019. Special 
Olympics Chi-
cago team mem-
bers will enjoy a 
number of ben-
efits, including: 
waiver of the 
$205 Marathon 
fee; free training 
program with 
Chicago En-
durance Sports 
(CES);  a tech training shirt;  indoor 
preparation facilities on the morn-
ing of race day;  free pre-race conti-
nental breakfast; free post-race bev-
erages and massage. 
 Those registering before No-
vember 29, 2018 are asked to raise 
$1250 for the Special Olympics 
team. Participants registering after 

November 29th are asked to raise 
$1750. Registration is available by 
visiting www.crowdrise.com/soc-
marathon.
 “The Bank of America Chicago 
Marathon is one of the most excit-
ing events to be a part of, and it re-
ally is a life-changing experience 
when you run for the athletes of 
Special Olympics Chicago,” said 

Matt O’Shea, 
president of 
S C C / S p e c i a l 
Olympics Chi-
cago and a Bank 
of America Chi-
cago Marathon 
runner. “Special 
Olympics was 
born in the city of 
Chicago, and has 
become a world-
wide movement. 
What better way 
to take part in the 
Chicago Mara-
thon than giving 
back to the Spe-
cial Olympics 

athletes where it all began?”
 In 2018, Special Olympics Chi-
cago launched its first-ever unified 
running team for the Chicago Mara-
thon, which pairs a Chicago Mara-
thon runner with a Special Olympics 
athlete. The teams trained together 
for months and ran the 26.2 mile 
course together on Marathon day. 

 Special Olympics Chicago has 
been a charitable partner of the 
Bank of America Chi-
cago Marathon since 
2009, and has had a 
team of at least 100 
participants every 
year since. The 2018 
Special Olympics Chi-
cago Marathon team 
was the largest to date 
with over 105 partici-
pating and $186,000 
raised for the athletes 
of the program. 
 For more infor-
mation on the Bank 
of America Chicago 

Marathon, please visit www.chica-
gomarathon.com.

Registration Open for Special Olympics Marathon Team
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All That Good Stuff is a free monthly stand up comedy showcase pro-
duced by Beverly natives, Maggie Hughes DePalo and Mary Kate Beck.  
Each month, the show takes place on a Thursday at Cork & Kerry and 
features some of the best comedians in the Chicago comedy scene. 
Audiences have packed Cork & Kerry the last 3 months for a night of 
stand up comedy. The final show for 2018 takes place on November 
29th at 8pm with headliner, Matty Ryan, a nationally recognized comic 
who also grew up in Beverly.  

Please follow ATGS on Facebook & Instagram @allthatgoodstuff 
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11134 S. Western, Chicago, IL  60643
(773) 779-6085

itzfitz@sbcglobal.net 

“Whether you are buying or selling,
Fitzgerald Real Estate “FITZ” your needs”

Steven Graves, Managing-Broker
773-216-5818

Rhett Graves  773-430-1694

Service & Technology
3822 W. 111th St., 2nd Floor, Chicago, IL 60655

Marilyn Gallagher  •  John M. Healy  •  John Healy
Karen Healy  •  Susan Malone  •  Maryann Pittacora

Mt. Greenwoods#1 Officeyear after year

Sponsored by:Proceeds will benefit:

Saturday, November 24, 2018
10:00 A.M.

Christ the King Gym
92nd & Hamilton Ave.
(Enter on Hamilton Ave. Side)

Tickets:
$5 per person
$25 per Family

BEVERLY HILLS TURKEY TROT
Pancake Breakfast
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 Sister Campion Maguire RSM 
admits the degrees of separation 
are slim between her and the many 
people she interacts with at Mercy 
Circle, Christ the King Parish, the 
19th Ward, and Mother McAuley 
High School, to name a few. On a 
strictly professional level, students 
she taught in grade school or high 
school are now working in public 
and parochial schools in the city. “At 
least three graduates of Christ the 
King are public school principals 
and many others serve in various 
roles as educators,” she explains.

 Sister Campion is particularly 
proud of the accomplishments of 
Christ the King graduate Ald. Matt 
O’Shea, “He comes from a very 
close-knit, high-achieving family. 
Matt always was generous and par-
ticipated in school and parish activ-
ities that engage others. Our faculty 
got strong support from his parents 
even when Matt arrived in my prin-
cipal’s office for a visit,” she says.
 “Credit for the success of my 
students should go to their family’s 
expectations for their children be-
cause that’s where it starts. So many 

of those children now are profes-
sionals—doctors, lawyers and City 
of Chicago employees— and live in 
the houses where they grew up, or 
their children are raising the next 
generation in those homes. Here, 
we benefit from a strong family at-
tachment to the parish and the 
school.”
 Though she was co-principal at 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel on the north 
side of Chicago and had a nine-year 
stint as principal at a grade school in 
Davenport, Iowa, Sister Campion’s 
strongest ties are on the south side 
of Chicago. She attended St. Justin 
Martyr grammar school and St. Jo-
seph High School.
 She taught at Christ the King for 
three years and was principal there 
for 11 years. Often her own school-
mates surprise her by remembering 
their days together in grade school. 
And, she enjoys catching up with 
her students and their parents from 
her teaching days.
 Sister Campion has her share of 
unforgettable students. “One was a 
special needs girl for whom other 
students, especially the boys, were 
very protective. They would check 
with her to see what the homework 

assignments were. For many years 
after high school, she worked at 
County Fair here in Beverly. When 
her class from Christ the King had 
a reunion four years ago, her class-
mates picked her up and brought 
her to the party.”
 Discipline was never a problem 
at Christ the King, Sister Campion 
says, although Ald. Matt O’Shea did 
share time with his principal occa-
sionally. “Kids didn’t get too much 
out of line because the parents 
would hear about it from the other 
kids before we got a chance to call 
anybody.”
 She even runs into people she 
knows at Mercy Circle: Former col-
leagues and parishioners who now 
reside in assisted living and want to 
stay in the neighborhood near their 
families. Sister Campion recently 
visited the Christ the King convent 
where she lived for 14 years, which 
now is being renovated into a pre-
school and kindergarten education 
center. “The associate pastor Father 
Matt Litak, who took me on a tour, 
grew up in Evergreen Park and now 
is back here and involved in serving 
the parish at Christ the King.”

Sister Campion Maguire RSM: Mentor to Generations
in a Community of Families Who Support One Another

In a teaching ministry for 65 years, in a neighborhood where “everyone is related to someone”

Ald. Matt O’Shea and Sr. Campion Maguire, one-time principal of Christ the King 
parish school, reminisce about his occasional visits to her office.

Photo Credit: Mark Ballogg

 While in his senior year at 
Marist High School in 1992, Kevin 
McGee, now president and CEO 
of Smith Senior Living, visited his 
grandmother, Helen O’Connor, at 
Washington and Jane Smith, Smith 
Village’s forerunner. As an active 
Beverly resident, she had just taken 
up residence at the life plan com-
munity located at 2320 W. 113th 
Place. 
 Now marking 20 years of ser-
vice at Smith communities, McGee 
points to the organization’s most 
recent achievement—95 percent 
occupancy at both Smith Village 
and its sister community, Smith 
Crossing—as an affirmation of the 
wisdom and dedication of Smith 
trustees and staff as the not-for-
profit celebrates 94 years of uninter-
rupted service to older adults. 
 It may have been those first im-
pressions that inspired McGee to 
study sociology at Eastern Illinois 
University. In 1997, McGee com-
pleted an internship at Smith while 
earning a master’s degree in geron-
tology, also at Eastern Illinois Uni-
versity. 
 “After my internship, I took a 
job with another organization for 
seniors, but it just didn’t have the 
same personal approach to resi-
dents and employees,” McGee said. 
When he received an offer to be-
come admissions coordinator at 
the Smith Home in 1998, McGee 
recalled, “I was reluctant at first be-
cause at the time Smith was a sin-
gle-site organization, but then I was 
assured there were plans for growth 

and that I would have opportunities 
for advancement.”
 The Beverly resident and father 
of four with Dr. Moira McQuillan 
McGee has seen many changes. 
“When I first started at Washing-
ton and Jane Smith, some residents 
were WWI veterans,” McGee said. 
“Then came the Greatest Genera-
tion. Now, we’re welcoming those 
who served during the Korean War 
and starting to talk with 
Vietnam veterans.”
 Today’s age-62-
plus adults are forward-
looking and concerned 
about the quality of 
their lifestyle. Thanks 
to the GI Bill, more 
have had the benefit of 
higher education and 
enjoyed opportunities 
to travel. And, they’re 
more health conscious, 
according to McGee. 
 “Residents today 
want more amenities, 
both in their apart-
ments and in their 
community,” McGee 
said. “They want full 
kitchens in their one- 
and two-bedroom apartments, but 
they also want to enjoy healthy 
meals prepared by an executive 
chef. They also exercise more, so 
our fitness centers are state-of-the-
art. HUR exercise equipment au-
tomatically adjusts to wristbands 
residents wear to monitor their in-
dividualized workout routines. Like 
Smith Crossing, Smith Village has a 

salon and spa, onsite movie theater 
and library. At Smith Village, we’re 
in the process of adding a pub.” 
 In 2000, McGee was promoted 
to associate executive director at 
Washington and Jane Smith. In 
2003, he completed an MBA with a 
concentration in healthcare at St. 
Xavier University and took the helm 
for Smith Crossing in Orland Park, a 
life plan community then still under 

construction. 
 “Smith’s Board 
has a history of being 
prudent stewards of 
resources for our or-
ganization as well as 
our residents,” McGee 
said. “So, in the late 
1990s, it was a big com-
mitment to open Smith 
Crossing on a 32-acre 
campus that was once 
farmland. While Smith 
Crossing was still un-
der construction, it be-
came apparent it was 
essential to reinvest 
in the Beverly Morgan 
Park community and 
redevelop the Smith 
Home into what is now 

Smith Village.”
 As part of Smith Senior Living’s 
renewed commitment to the 19th 
Ward, McGee assumed responsi-
bilities as Smith Village executive 
director in 2007. In 2012, the Smith 
Senior Living board of trustees pro-
moted McGee to serve as CEO. 
 Like many Smith Senior Living 
trustees and staff whose relatives 

live at Smith communities, McGee 
has welcomed several of his own to 
Smith Village: his great aunt, Betty 
O’Connor; his aunt and uncle, Rita 
and Charlie O’Connor; his mother-
in-law, Pat McQuillan; his mother’s 
first cousin, Walter O’Grady and—
as of April 2018—his father and 
mother, Phil and Noreen McGee.
 “I have enough relatives liv-
ing at Smith Village for a good size 
Thanksgiving dinner,” he said. 
“Having relatives live here, shows 
how much Smith trustees and staff 
believe in Smith communities. My 
extended family is ‘all in.’”
 In recent years, McGee has 
shepherded the federally mandated 
transition from paper files to elec-
tronic medical records, and he’s 
overseen major expansions and 
enhancements on both Smith cam-
puses. Most recently, Smith Cross-
ing broke ground for another wing 
with 46 private suites for short-term 
rehabilitation programs. 
 Through everything, Smith 
Senior Living communities have 
maintained a five-star rating with 
the federal regulating agency, Cen-
ters for Medicare & Medicaid Ser-
vices. 
 “We know that sustaining a 
high level of service requires not 
just dedicated people, but genera-
tions of dedicated people. We had 
our start in the Beverly Morgan Park 
community, and thanks to a gener-
ous endowment in 1929 from Emilie 
Smith we can continue as a not-for-
profit organization backed by re-
sources that ensure peace of mind.”

Beverly Resident Marks 20 Years with Smith Senior Living

Marking 20 years with 
Smith Senior Living, 

Kevin McGee, president 
and CEO, recognizes the 

importance of commitment 
to community by providing 
high levels of service. Photo 

by Marc Monaghan
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